The Parable of the Pompous
Guest

Luke 14:1-14



In the Book of Matthew 13:10, Jesus began using parables to teach
about the kingdom of heaven.

According to Mark 4:34, “Jesus did not say anything to them without
using a parable and when He was alone with His disciples He would
explain what He meant.”

Purpose: To assist us in growing in our understanding by exploring
these divine truths found Christ teaching.

Objective: To teach us what they mean and how they relate to our
present and future life in Christ Jesus.

Goal: To allow the Holy Spirit speak to our hearts and draw us closer
to Jesus Christ.

The Parables that have been taught

The Parable of the Sower. (Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23)

The Parable of the Wheat and The Weeds (Matthew 13:24-30)
The Parable of the Mustard Seed. (Matthew 13:31-32)

The Parable of the Leaven (Matthew 13:33, Luke 13:20-21)
The Parable of the Hidden Treasure (Matthew 13:44

The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price” (Matthew 13:45-46)
The Parable of the Dragnet (Matthew 13:47-51)

The Parable of the Householder (Matthew 13:51-53)

The Parable of the Wineskins (Luke 5:34-39, Matthew 9:14-17, Mark
2:18-22)

The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30, Luke 19:12-26)
The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree (Luke 13:6-9)

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16)

The Parable of the Pompous Guest”
Luke 14:1-14

Before we study and examine the parable of the Pompous Guest, we
must look closely at the setting where it takes place. (vs. 1-6)

. Jesus is invited by the Chief Pharisee (leader of the Pharisees), to eat
bread at his home on the Sabbath. (vs. 1)



The Pharisees and lawyers (religious leaders) “watched” Jesus
closely. (vs. 1)

The word “watched” means they were being critical, looking for
fault, error, or mistakes both in His character and behavior.

Their motives for having Jesus present for dinner was not genuine or
sincere. It not to show appreciation or celebrate both His deity and
humanity.

. Jesus notices a certain man who was there before Him who had a
condition called “dropsy” which is a buildup of fluid in the body. (vs.
2)

The man was there at the Chief Pharisee house and before Jesus
either by his own will or the will of the Chief Pharisee.

The man was suffering severely from a physical condition.

The Pharisees and lawyers were suffering severely from a spiritual
condition.

Jesus was among all these religious leaders, but why was He the only
one to show deep concern, mercy and compassion for the man.

. Jesus knew that the man was suffering physically and needed help.
But He also knew the spiritual condition that was rooted in the heart
of these religious leaders. (vs. 3)

Jesus answering. Teaches us that He already knew the motives
within their hearts.

Jesus spoke. Teaches us what His concerns were and at the same
time exposing the error of their ways. (vs. 3)

The Sabbath. It means to rest, cease or to stop. It was a holy and
sacred day before God. A day set aside to rest, honor and worship
God. (Genesis 1:1-31, 2:1-3, Exodus 20:8-11)

Jesus asked the question. “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” (vs.
3)

Jesus was aware that it was the Sabbath and the importance of it. He
was there with God, when God created all creation in six days and
rested from His work on the seventh day. (John 1:1-3, Colossians
1:15-17)

Jesus was asking them, “Which need is considered more important
and serve God’s greater purposes?”




Healing the man.

Keeping the Sabbath.

Jesus was pointing out that keeping the Sabbath was more than a
strict form of rules, religious practices or ritual.

The Sabbath day is important to God and should be observed but not
abused.

Serving and ministering to the needs people is also important to God
as well.

Jesus knew exactly what they believed and their position on the
matter.

It was unlawful to heal this man.

It was a violation of the law, but a law that each religious leader
violated.

It could be no exception to the rule and all religious practices must
be followed.

. The Pharisees and lawyers remained silent. (vs. 4)

They said nothing in response to Jesus question. Why were they
afraid to answer Jesus question?

The fear of being exposed as a hypocrite.

The fear of being exposed as legalistic. The word “legalism” means
strict rules, excessive conformity to the law or to a religious or moral
code.

The fear of losing support from those who were loyal to them.

The fear of losing their position of power and recognition.

The fear of having their religious rules, forms and practices
gquestioned.

Jesus heals the man and let him go. (vs. 4)

Jesus observed the man’s need and showed him love, mercy and
compassion.

The Pharisees and lawyers observed the Sabbath and looked passed
his needs.

. Jesus answered them with a personal question to reveal how
shallow their religion and beliefs were. (vs. 5)

(vs. 5) “Which of you having a donkey or an ox that fallen into a pit,
will not immediately pull him out on the Sabbath day?”



* Jesus knew that these religious leaders would each put their own
personal needs before Sabbath day. (vs. 5)

* The Sabbath day should have been received as a blessing from God
and not a burden to people.

* The Sabbath day should have been received as an opportunity from
God to serve people and not be servant to a set of strict rules and
religious practices.

* The Sabbath day should have been received as a joyful day of rest,
worship and reflecting on the goodness of God and growing in our
relationship with Him and not for judgement or to place people in
bondage.

* Jesus knew that these religious leaders only sought to use and abuse
the Sabbath day to serve their religious purposes and not the
purposes of God.

* Sadly, we see this far too often throughout Christendom. Men and
women who are twist the Word of God to benefit them and serve
their own selfish agenda.

6. Neither the Pharisees or the lawyers could give an answer regarding
what Jesus said. (vs. 6)

* The Pharisees and lawyers who were consider experts of the law,
should have known these things through their study of Scripture.
(Mark 2:23-28)

1) The Sabbath is not about a set of strict rules and regulations. (vs. 23-
24)

2) Jesus uses David as an example while questioning their knowledge of
Scripture. (vs. 25-26)

* Jesus was pointing out that the he and His disciples’ actions were
justified as were David and his men.

3) Jesus makes it clear that the Sabbath was made for man and not
man for the Sabbath. (vs. 27)

* Jesus was not saying that the Sabbath was not important and serves
no purpose in the sight of God and man.



Jesus was simply saying that observing the Sabbath day (rest and
worship), shouldn’t prevent us from helping and serving those in
need.

It shouldn’t prevent us from showing love, forgiveness, compassion
and mercy toward others.

4) Jesus declares Himself as the Lord of the Sabbath (vs. 28).

Jesus, as God and the Son of Man, established the Sabbath. He knew
the purpose in which it was to serve as a blessing and benefit to
man.

Jesus, He is the only One who can bring true spiritual rest and
fulfillment in a person life.

In this parable of the Pompous Guest we will explore and examine
(3) three important areas: (Luke 14:7-14)

Honor. (vs. 7)

Humiliation. (vs. 8-11)

. Humility. (vs. 12-14)

What does the word “Pompous” mean?

. It means arrogant, boastful, prideful, or one who promotes self

rather than God.

The “Pompous Guest” refers to a person who acts arrogantly,
conceited, pretentious, egoistical, self-seeking ambition, and self-
exaltation of oneself. (2 Peter 2:18, Jude 1:16)

. Itis opposite of meekness and humility which was found in our Lord

and Savior Jesus Christ. (Philippians 2:5-8)

The First thing we must study and examine is “Honor” in this
parable. (vs. 7)

Jesus is still at the Chief Pharisee’s house as a guest along with the
other invited guest. (vs. 7)

Jesus accepts the invitation from the Chief Pharisee (Leader over all
the Pharisees).



o
1)

2)

3)

Jesus was not insecure or threatened by this Pharisee who held a
prominent position of authority or anyone else that was associated
with him.

Jesus knew who He was and the purpose of being there.

Jesus’ concern was reaching the lost in the world no matter their
position, power, or possession. Jesus wanted to see sinners saved.
(Matthew 9:9-13, Luke 19:10)

Jesus’ observation of the Pompous Guest. (vs. 7)

The Chief Pharisee held the highest seat of honor.

The “honored host” would be seated in the center.

The Invited Guest of honor began to choose the “best places” (best
seat) that was closest to the Chief Pharisee regardless of their
position.

The further away from the center where the “honored host” was
seated, was viewed as being the lowest seats of honor.

Jesus didn’t turn a blind eye or make an excuse for the attitude and
behavior of these religious leaders. (Matthew 7:15-20)

Jesus observed their perception of themselves and the position that
they held.

Jesus knew that they saw themselves superior and above the Word;
that it didn’t apply to them.

These Pompous Guests (religious leaders) actually believed that the
closer they get to the person or position, the closer they were to
God.

Everyone except Jesus was probably rushing and pushing to be
seated next to the Chief Pharisee. But why?

They were all seeking for honor and recognition.

They were all seeking for association and opportunity by those in
higher power.

They were all seeking for self-fulfillment by basing their identity and
self-worth upon where they were seated.



Jesus exposes a concerning problem and behavior of the Pompous
Guest. The reality that exists in Jesus’ day and in today’s society.
People desire to be seen as more important than others.

People are very sensitive about what people say and think of them.
People view themselves both positively and negatively by what
others have and accomplished in life.

People who seek honor and recognition from those in higher position
exposes their insecurities and lack of awareness of the sovereignty of
God.

People will consider only the honor of men (temporary or earthly
honor) and not the honor of God (eternal reward).

What does the word “Honor” mean?

. The word “honor” means to show high esteem, respect, value, to
bestow worth upon or significant regard toward someone or
something.

. God is not against showing “honor” but “not worship” to those
person or individuals who are:

Fellow Believers (Body of Christ). (Romans 12:9-13, 1 Timothy 5:1-2,
1 Corinthians 12:12-27)

Spouse (Husband and Wife). (Ephesians 5:22-33, 1Peter 3:1-7)
Parents and Grandparents. (Exodus 20:12, Ephesians 6:1-3)
Widows. (1 Timothy 6:3-8, 16, James 1:26-27)

Elderly. (Leviticus 19:32, Proverbs 16:31, 20:29)

Government and Political leaders. (Romans 13:1-7, 1 Peter 2:11-17,
1 Timothy 2:1-4)

Ministry Leaders and True Servants of God (Ephesians 4:11-12,
Romans 10:14-15, 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13, 1 Timothy 5:17-21)
Employers and Employees. (1 Timothy 6:1-2, Ephesians 6:5-9,
Colossians 4:1, Deuteronomy 24:14-15)

. God and His Son Jesus Christ are most deserving of all honor, glory,
and worship. (1 Chronicles 29:10-15, Psalm 29:1-2, John 12:26, 1
Timothy 1:12-17)



God is the Sovereign creator and ruler of all that exist in the heavens,
earth and the universe. (Genesis 1-2, Psalm 24:1-2, Isaiah 40:28-31,
Colossians 1:15-18, Revelation 4:11)

God established divine order for all mankind in the earth. (Genesis
1:26-28, 2:15-25, 1 Corinthians 11:3)

God is the source of life, judgment and redemption. (John 3:16-17,
5:22-30, 10:10, 27-30, Romans 6:23, Ephesians 1:3-10, Colossians
1:13-14, Hebrews 9:22, 1 John 1:7-9, Revelation 1:1-8)

All authority is subject to the God who is above all authority.
(Matthew 22:17-22, 28:18-20, Luke 10:17-24, Romans 13:1-2)
Jesus’ Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom but a heavenly Kingdom.
(John 18:28-38, Revelation 19:11-16, 1 Timothy 6:13-19)

The Second thing we must study and examine is “Humiliation” in this
parable. (vs. 8-11)

Jesus gives some practical advice in this parable. (vs. 8-10)

. What not to do as an invited guest. (vs. 8-9)

Do not choose the best places or more honorable seats to sit. Why?
There could be someone that is more honorable, deserving,
distinguished and notable than you who was also invited.

It could lead to “humiliation” shame and embarrassment if the
honored host asks you to move to a lower place or lesser seat.

It also can be humbling.

. What to do as an invited guest. (vs. 10)

Choose the lowest place or lesser seat to sit. Why?

The honored host who invited you will be the one who ask you to
take a more honorable seat.

All those around you will witness such great honor given by the
honored host.

What does this mean for the believer and unbeliever?

. There’s nobody more honorable and greater than our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. (Revelation 21:6, Philippians 2:9-11, Acts 4:11-12)
Jesus Christ is the only way to that eternal place with God. (John
14:1-6)



Jesus Christ will be the judge of who will be seated with Him in that
glorious place called Heaven. (John 5:22, 27-29. Acts 10:42-43,
Romans 14:7-12, 2 Timothy 4:1, 1 Peter 4:1-6)

The reality is their worldly gains, promotions, recognitions, and
accomplishments will mean absolutely nothing at the end of their
life. (Mark 8:36-37)

It will not get them a seat into heaven if they are not saved and their
name is not written in the Lamb’s Book of life. (Revelation 20:11-15)

o Jesus express two things that are significantly different between the

Self-exalted and the person God exalts. (vs. 11)

. Self-exaltation will be humbled. Those who walk in pride and

arrogance.
Jesus said, “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled...” (vs. 11)
Jesus didn’t say, “Whoever exalts himself will possibly be humbled.”

o There are Six things about the person who exalt themselves in a

prideful and arrogant manner.

1) They seek to humiliate and demean.
2) They seek to shame and embarrass.
3) They seek to destroy and damage a person’s character or influence in

order to exalt themselves.



