The Parable of the Lost Son

Luke 15:11-32



In the Book of Matthew 13:10, Jesus began using parables to teach
about the kingdom of heaven.

According to Mark 4:34, “Jesus did not say anything to them without
using a parable and when He was alone with His disciples He would
explain what He meant.”

Purpose: To assist us in growing in our understanding by exploring
these divine truths found Christ teaching.

Objective: To teach us what they mean and how they relate to our
present and future life in Christ Jesus.

Goal: To allow the Holy Spirit speak to our hearts and draw us closer
to Jesus Christ.

The Parables that have been taught

The Parable of the Sower. (Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23)

The Parable of the Wheat and The Weeds (Matthew 13:24-30)
The Parable of the Mustard Seed. (Matthew 13:31-32)

The Parable of the Leaven (Matthew 13:33, Luke 13:20-21)
The Parable of the Hidden Treasure (Matthew 13:44

The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price” (Matthew 13:45-46)
The Parable of the Dragnet (Matthew 13:47-51)

The Parable of the Householder (Matthew 13:51-53)

The Parable of the Wineskins (Luke 5:34-39, Matthew 9:14-17, Mark
2:18-22)

The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30, Luke 19:12-26)
The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree (Luke 13:6-9)

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16)
The Parable of the Pompous Guest (Luke 14:1-14)

. You will see yourself through one or more of these parables.



The Parable of the Lost Son
Luke 15:11-32

Luke gives three of the most recognized and beloved parables in the
Bible. These three parables reveal three amazing things about God:
(Luke 15:1-32)

. God’s love for the lost sinner. (vs. 1-7)

. God searching for the lost sinner. (vs. 8-10)

. God rejoicing for the lost sinner that repents and returns home. (vs.
11-32)

Today we will begin to study and examine all three of these powerful
parables and the lessons we can learn and grow from them. (Luke
15:1-7)

Jesus Christ hears the accusations from the Pharisees and Scribes (vs.
1-2)

. The parable of the lost coin — “The coin was lost in the house.” (vs. 8-
10)

. The parable of the lost coin (vs. 8) — “Jesus highlights the great value
the woman has for the lost coin.

The woman takes great measures to search until she finds the lost
coin in the house.

. The “lost” represents an unbeliever, sinner, or backslider that is lost,
missing, or has gone astray.

. The word “lost” means to perish, to stray away, to be spiritually
separated, destitute, spiritually blind to truth, lack spiritual direction,
and it implies being without God and His eternal salvation.

Jesus responds to the Pharisees and Scribes accusations with a third
parable. (vs. 11-32)

The parable of the Lost Son or Prodigal Son reveals the unfailing love
and compassion of God (vs. 11-32). This parable teaches us (2) two
things about God:
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God'’s love still reaches out to those who rebel, reject and refuse to
live and serve Him.

. God is able to restore and forgive those who repent of their sins no

matter their state or situation they find themselves in.

The Parable of the Lost Son — “The Prodigal Son”. (vs. 11-32)
The Younger Son: “Inheritance and Rebellion” (vs. 11-19)
The Father: “Love and Compassion” (vs. 20-24)

The Older Son: “Jealousy and Judgmental” (vs. 25-32)

The Parable of the Lost Son (Prodigal Son) (vs. 11-12)
The parable of the lost son — “The Younger Son chose to leave
home.” (vs. 11-19)

. The Lost Son’s request — “He wanted his portion of goods.” (vs. 12)

In other words, “Give me my inheritance.” (vs. 12)

The Father divided the estate between the older son and the
younger son. (vs. 12)

The Younger Son would receive one-third and the older brother two-
thirds of a father’s estate when the father died.

The Younger Son wanted his inheritance now and not after his father
died.

The Younger Son’s request from his father was both his
independence and freedom to live and do as he want.

. The Lost Son’s rebellion — “He wasted his possessions with prodigal

living.” (vs. 13)

The word “prodigal” means a life or lifestyle that is wasteful,
reckless, careless, riotous, extravagant, lavish, without restraint and
squander away.

The Lost Son’s rebellion reveals his character and motives.
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1) He wanted to live life without the authority and control of his father.

2) He wanted to live out life under his own rules and terms without the

guidance of a loving father.



3) He wanted no accountability and responsibility that came with his
father estate.

3. The Lost Son’s rejection — “He rejected the father’s love and care for
him.” (vs. 12)

1) The Father gave his son the right and freedom to choose.

* The lost son had freewill to choose his father or the possessions
(worldly goods, money, and possessions).

2) The Father gave to his son willingly and withheld no portion of his
possessions.

* The lost son selfishly thought of himself. He gave no thought of his
father, his character, his legacy, his history, his kingdom, his country,
his goods and his name.

3) The Lost Son (prodigal) choose to live life under his own authority
and rules without any interference or guidance from his father.

* The lost son gave no thought toward the consequences from his poor
decisions. “You can make the choice but you can’t choose the
consequences.”

* The lost son wanted to do as he wanted with his life and his portion
of goods (money, possession, inheritance).

* Just like the Lost Son (prodigal), many in the world and in the church
continue to be wasteful and reckless with life, gifts, talents
(abilities), money, possessions and time.

4. The Lost Son’s relocation — “He gathered up all he had and journeyed
to a far country.” (vs. 13)

1) He left his Father and went to a distant country. (vs. 13)

* The distant country was different from his father’s country.

* The lost son was known both within and outside the home in his
father’s country.

* The lost son was unknown by all in the distant country. Nobody
cared about who he was, where he was from or his purpose for being
there.

* The lost son chose a distant country to get far away from the rules,
authority and interference from his father.

* The lost son chose a distant country to get far away from the
requirements and responsibility of being a part his family.



The lost son chose a distant country where the people, the living
(lifestyle), and the resources were all foreign to him, but appealed to
the lifestyle he desired to live.

He was willing to leave behind the love and care of his father.

He was willing to leave behind the safety and protection of his
father.

He was willing to leave behind the resources and service of his
father.



