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1. What has to be clear for every true believer is that there should be 
nothing in our lives that is more important than sitting, listening, and 
getting direction from the Lord.  

• God’s greatest gift to the world was His Son Jesus Christ (John 3:16).  
• Jesus Christ’s greatest gift to believers was He the Holy Spirit. (John 

16:7, 14:16-17) 
2. We must understand the importance of our relationship to our Head 

– which is Jesus Christ. 
3. The Head of the body of Christ is Jesus Christ. We must be in proper 

alignment with Him in order to hear God’s voice.  
4. The most important part of our natural body is the head. The most 

important part of the body of Christ is the Head – Jesus Christ. 
(Ephesians 1:22-23, Colossians 1:18-19) 

5. It is He the Holy Spirit who communicates the will of the Father and 
Son to every true believer (John 16:13).  

6. The Holy Spirit is indispensable. He is the most important person in 
the earth. His voice is the most important voice in the earth that 
every believer must know. 

7. It is He the Holy Spirit who communicates the will of the Father and 
Son to every true believer (John 16:13).  

8. The Holy Spirit is indispensable. He is the most important person in 
the earth. His voice is the most important voice in the earth that 
every believer must know. 

 
• Purpose – to make us aware of the Holy Spirit’s involvement in our 

daily lives. To help us become sensitive to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit’s leading and direction for our lives. 

• Goal – to strengthen our relationship with the Holy Spirit so that our 
life and our witness will glorify Jesus Christ. 

• Spiritual Principles – Authority, Organization, Grace, Obedience, 
Faith, Agreement 

• This passage of Scripture is a powerful reminder that our True 
Shepherd is Jesus Christ and we are the sheep of God. (John 10:1-5, 
27) 

 



A. What must become clear to us is the relationship that the Shepherd 
has with the sheep and the sheep has with the Shepherd. That 
cannot be overlooked!  

• (John 10:1-2) – “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter 
the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way, the same 
is a thief and a robber.” 

• The Middle Eastern sheepfold was very simple: a stone wall, perhaps 
ten feet high, surrounded it, and an opening served as the door. 

• The shepherds in the village would lead their sheep into the fold at 
nightfall and leave the porter to stand guard. In the morning each 
shepherd would call his own sheep, which would recognize their 
shepherd’s voice and come out of the fold. 

• The porter (or one of the shepherds) would sleep at the opening of 
the fold and actually become “the door.” Nothing could enter or 
leave the fold without passing over the shepherd. 

• (vs. 1) – Christ makes it very clear that any shepherd who does not 
enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs into the sheep pen 
“some other way” is a thief and a robber. 

 
B. Jesus makes a direct distinction between a true shepherd and a false 

shepherd. 
1. The True Shepherd comes from God. Jesus Christ was sent by God to 

save mankind and free them from the bondage sin.  (John 3:16, 
10:10, Romans 6:23)  

• Jesus says I am the True Shepherd. 
• Jesus says I am the Door. 
• Jesus says I know my sheep in the Sheep pen.  
• Jesus says my sheep know my voice and they follow me. 

 
C. How does the True Shepherd enter the appointed gate? There are 

four things you should know. 
1. Jesus Christ (the True Shepherd) enter man’s heart through the 

convicting power of the Holy Spirit. He never uses condemnation, 
manipulation, criticism, or cruelty to get you to follow Him. (John 
14:6, 3:17, 16:7-8, Revelation 3:20) 



2. Jesus Christ (the True Shepherd) knows His sheep and He knows each 
one of them by name. He loves them. He leads them. He cares for 
them. He protects them. (Isaiah 40:11, 1 Peter 1:6, Hebrews 13:20) 

3. Jesus Christ (the True Shepherd) leads His sheep out to green 
pastures and still waters and also away from rough places or high 
cliffs. (Psalm 23:16)  

4. Jesus Christ (the True Shepherd) makes sure the sheep is nourished 
properly. He leads them to green pastures so that they can grow 
healthy and strong. If they get lost, He will not rest until He finds the 
lost sheep that wandered away. (Matthew 18:10-14, Ezekiel 34:16, 1 
Peter 2:25) 

 
D. The false shepherd comes from Satan. (John 10:10, 2 Corinthians 

11:13-15)  
1. The false shepherd climbs into the sheep pen “some other way.” 
2. The false shepherd teaches that there are many ways to travel to get 

to God. There are some other sources that can be used to get to God 
– some other road to get to God – some other door that can lead to 
God. (John 14:6, Matthew 7:13-14) 

 
E. The false shepherd is a thief and a robber. (John 10:10)  
1. A thief – is a seducer and a deceiver. They lack integrity and 

character. They are very crafty in how they present themselves as 
trust worthy but deep within them, they are very deceitful and 
dishonest. 

2. A robber – is someone who will use violent measures in order to get 
what they want. If they have to use force, they will use it no matter 
what (spiritual, physical, emotional, mental) harm it causes the other 
person. 

• They come into the church with the intent to force their ways – their 
beliefs – their ideals – their philosophies – in order to benefit 
themselves while destroying people’s lives.  

• They can care less if you are physically and spiritually bankrupted! 
• They will use Jesus’ name and use a deadly mixture of truth and false 

in God’s Word – in order to rob the sheep (the people of God). 


